1696-1702] GRAVIER'S VOYAGE, ryoo 153

women wear a fringed skirt, which covers them from
the Waist to below the knees. When they go out of
their Cabins they wear a Robe of Muskrat skins, or
of Turkey’s feathers. Their faces are tattooed with
figures, and they wear their hair plaited like the
Tounika And Natches, and blacken their teeth as
Those tribes do. Although all savages have a great
dread of cold, when there is the slightest frost (for
there is no winter here) They all bathe, both great
and small, and come out of the water quite chilled
with cold. An Old man Calls out at daybreak when
it freezes. This kind of bath sometimes brings on a
Bloody Flux, which carries off many of them. How-
ever, Father de Limoges is beginning to Make
Himself understood, and will do good in this mission.
He related to me his wreck, in which he lost every-
thing; and the loss is greater than can be believed —
more than one Mission will suffer by it. While
allowing themselves to drift at night with the
Current, their Canoe struck a tree which had stuck
in the middle of the Stream. This Upset the canoe,
and it remained on its Side full of water; and, had
he not promptly caught hold of the tree, He would
have been drowned while half asleep. He lost
everything except his Chalice, which he saved by
pulling it, I know not how, from Its box. That was
all that he could save, and it is almost a miracle that
he was able to Save himself, after struggling for his
life for nearly three hours, by means of a branch of
a tree swept down by the current, to which he
fastened himself with his 2 canoemen. He allowed
Himself to drift with the Current, which at last
carried the tree to land; and, after drying themselves
without a fire in the wind and Sun, as well as they



